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To the Right Reverend, and Reverend the Bio? 
hope, and Clergy of the : K95 of ' Canterbury, to be.”:} 

" Afembled in Convocation at Weſtminſter, 4. D. 1699.,” 
The humble Petition:of.many Divines, and others of the. 
. Claſſical» Congregational, gud orher Perſwaſions, in the. 2 

Name of themſelves, and Brethren both of Old England * 
and New; who have born Witneſs to the Truth in the 
.. day of Tryal. FE ebi5d b | off 
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believe ; and to three or four Popiſh Prieſts, Who after ſentence of Condem . 
nation, were reſcued from the Jultice of the Nation, by the powerful Inter- 
poſition'of tne Queen ; who had alfo procur'd leave for two or three Nun- 
£10's (as they were called) to come from Ree, and reſide here, their buſi- 
neſs being, .as it was cunningly given out, only to make a Complement to 
her from the great Antichrift, the Man of Sin, ber unholy Father, the Pope, and 

to ſettle ſome perplext atfairs depending. between thoſe of her Idolatrous 
Communion : So that we could not but be very ſadly ſcnſible ofthe horrid 
Conſequences, that would have been unavoidable, if a ſudden check and ſtop #4 
had not been put to ſuch Communications, Deſigns and Conſults. And 43 
whereas much about the ſame time, our Civil Rights and Liberties were in- # 


vaded by the Illegal Tax of Ship-money, (notwithſtanding all the Judgeapt 
Weſtminſter have. given it under their hands, after mature. deliberation, and 
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he was tobe the Judge > and that one Nyy, a Mercenary Lawyer, hadmade 


a Colleion of Precedents, fram. ſeveral Authentick Records, to juſtific the 
practice of it) we thought our ſelves indiſpenſably obliged in Conſcience, to 
adviſe all true Engliiſhrner to ſtand upon'their Guard, and not ſuffer either 
their Libetties or their Properties to be Rayaged out of their hands. And 
ſoan after; when the blefled Parliament was called in November 40. at which 


rime they were neceſſſtated to take up Ars in the defence of the Kingdom; . 


we Freactied op, as it became us, the Lawfulneſs of the War then Com- 
renc's, anit Managed againitihe Ring, who, as we plainly faw, had abu- 
ſed the Truſt repoted iy hinvby the People, and bee. viglated' the Contract 
made with them at his Coronation, for which he ſtadd accountable. . And 
God having appcar'd glorioufly > behalf of us, and\ our righteons Cauſe in 
ſeveral Battels, cſpecially at' Adorfen mor, and. Naſehy, whereby the firength 
of his party (fo miraculous were the Difpenſations of Previdence in our fa- 
 vour) was totally defeated and broken. Upon which, Within at very few 
years after, follow'd his T'ryal and Execution, and the utter Diſſolution of 


the Monarchy, the Government for ſome time before having becn refolved-. 


Into the hands of the people, the Fountain and Original of it. And whereas, 
after the Death of thac Glorious Inſtrument, his Highneſs Q, P. by reaſon of 
our Difagreements, and waat of Zeal and Gondudt in defending and main- 
tainirg the Good ol4 Cauſe, for which we at firit fo righteouſly engaged, as 
was our Common Intereſt to have done; a Reſtoratian happened in-the 
year 60. which overthrew all our deſigns, a1d detray'd the Reformition, 
which we had made in Church and State, to our great regret, ſhame and 
confuſion ; our Doftrines and Poſitions being. ſEvescly condemwd, as per- 
nicious and deſtructive of Monarchical Government, aadas impious, un- 
chriftian, and damnable : And our Books and Sermons. ( {uch eſpecially as.were 
Preached before the Long Parliament) Cenſured, and the ſolexan League and Cove- 
»ant burnt by the hands of the Common Hangman. Now te outr-great joy 
aid amazement, we fecing what a Glorious Revolation has been brought 
avout by his Highnets P. O. his reſcuing us outof the Jaws of Poperyand Sl 
very, Which could not poſſibly have been eff:Cted, if he had not been invi- 
red in by men, who were convinced of the truth, honeſty, and lawfulneſs of 
our Principfes, and by their going into him. And obſe1 vingthat your Lord- 
ſhips, and the major part of the Clergy, notwithitanding your former Opi- 
nions, Declarations, and Judgment, and your diffike of us and our Actions, 
and your Perſecuting of us ; and notwithſtanding the repeated aſſurances, 
which you gave K. Charles and RK. Fames, of your ſfeady. unſhaken, unaltera- 
ble, unſophiſticated Loyalty, have fallen upon, and made ule of the fame me- 
thods we did formerly, and have renounced your Faith and Allegiance to 
K. Fames, which you had ſo ſolemnly ſwore to him, his Heirs and lawfwl 
Succeſſors, and have ſo readily and cheerfully taken the New Oaths, by 
which you approve and jultife all that was formerly done by us, and 
which has been done of late to bring about this bleſſed and glorious change : 
 Oug tumble Petition. which we think and believe in qur hearts and con- 
{Tignces, to be founded on the higheſt equity and reafon imaginable, is, that 


— 


— 


you make fatisfattion to,us for the Injuries agd Reproaches, which we hays 
endured, ang that you help us again to. our ears, and the blood that we 
have loit in thedefence of the ſame Righteous Caule. z and that you vindi- 
cate u3, as, well as your ſelves, frym.thole horrid and ſcandalous Cenfures 
cait upon us molt unchriſtienly ; and that you ſet us right in the opinion of 
all Mankind,that we ated like honeſ#,wiſe,vealos,true, and good Proteſtants, and 
ublick ſpirited Patriots,inthe defence,maintenance, and preſervation of ourReli- 
gion, Laws, Liberties,andProperties,and the fundamentalRights of theSubject, 
And we allo further requeſt and pray, that according to your preſent 
Judgm-at, which your prattice and behaviour in the preſent conjunCtures 
of atfairs ſo clearly demonſtrate; and the better to prevent the People 
from being miſled by thoſe wild and fooliſh opinioas and faacies, which 
had of late ſo like to have ruin'd us; and fromall thoughts of returning to 
their Allegiance to K. Fames, which ſome few Malecontents, [. who dare 
maintain, that you have Apoſtatized from the Fauh and Dotrine of the Church of 
England, and that you are all mare or leſs guilty of the dammabls ſin of Perjury, 
ſtifly and obſtinately pretend, to be wnconditional, . indefeiſible, and no way 
farfeitable upon the pretence of Male-adminiſtration, Neſertion, Abdication, want 
of Prote1on, and the like ] and the better alſo tg inforgy our neighbour Na- 
tions, and eſpecially our dear. Brethren and. fellow Proteſtants, the Nutch, 
who were.at ſo valt a charge for our Deliverance (tho, both ygur Encmies 
and ours give, out, thax his Deliverance was the Maſter-picce of their 
High and Mighty Lordſhips Policy ; they bereby throwing us upon a War 
with, France, and in the mean while getting the Trade of the whole, World, 
to the utter ruin of our, Merchants and Scamien, and, to.the impoverſhing 
of the Nation; and ridding themſelves of their Sraz-holger ) upon, what 
juſt, ſober, honeſt, and Religiqus Principles you haye govern'd, and condutted 
your ſelves in this whole affair; that you will be pleaſed ta.cnaft, eſtabliſh, 
ratifie, and confirm by your Smnodal Authority the following Propoſitions 
as good and wholſome Dodtrine, and no. way diſagreeable tg, the word o 
God, and as tit to be received and embraced by. all ſuch, as wiſh well to 
the zrue Proteftant Religiun, , and the gogd of their Native Country. . .. 
1, That the Do&#rine of Non-refiſtance, by which injured Subjects are 
forbid to take up Arms againſt their Liege Lord and rightfu} Soveraign, is. 2 
falſe and pernicious Doctrine; and that a. forcible defence of the Subje& againlt 
the Princes actual oppreſſioa of them.(or up9a a ſuppoſa], and jult and.pro- 


' bable fear that he will oppreſs them) . is not only allowable but neceſlary; 


and that otherwiſe they will be wanting to their own preſervation, which 
the Laws of God and Nature require. _ | a 
2. That the Primitive Chriſtians, who lived before the time of Con/?:ntine, 


| [who had the Law of Nature to plead in their bchalt, which gaveticm a 


greater Title to their Lives, than any. Municipal Law, or poſitive Conftitut;on, 
and yet tamely gave up themſelves into the hands of the bloody Roman Em- 
perqrs (not withitanding theig qumbers were ſo great, that they could not 
dubr of tucegls ard Victory). without ſo much as fighting one ſtrok-, and 
uterine their 1 g be cut with their Swords ia their hands, upon a 


04) 
ſurmiſe and pretence that the Law of Chriſt forbal them to reſiſt] and that 
thoſe Chriſtians much more, who lived in the times of Conſtantius, Fulian, 
. and Valens,when they had the Laws F Empire on their ſide, and were turned 

out of their Commijſims and Commands in the Army, and Offices at Court, and 
the Orthsdox Churchmen out of their Biſhopricks, and other promotions and 
benefices, becauſe they would not be of the Emperours Religion, and turn 
enher £4r/ians. or-Heathen; and were forced beſides to endure a thouſand 
atronts and indignities, more grievous and irkfome to a generous mind 
than dcath it ſelf; and who inſtead of betaking themſelves, like men of 
Honour, to their Arms, had only recourſe to ti.oſe mean, uſeleſs, and in- 

ſignificant things, Prayers and Tears; arc to be pitied, or rather deſpiſed, 2s 
-* nice, weak,over-ſcrupulous, low-ſpirited fellows, who miſtook the mean- 
ing of Peter ard Paul in their Epiſtles, which thev fooliſhly and'ignorantly 
alledged for the Cut throat Dottrine of Paſſrue Obedience, and are no longer 
to be honour'd with the glorious Titles of Martyrs and Confeſſours, but de- 
ſ{crve to be eſteem'd Felo's de ſe, and betrayers of your Religion. 

3. That Neceſlity is above all forms and rules of Juſtice and Law , and 
that when a Nation is in danger by a Prince influenc'd by evil Counſellors, 
Snbjetts may Lawfally enter into Leagues, Covenants, and Aſſociations, notwiti 

anding all Sacramental tyes, obligations, and Oaths to the contrary, and that 
all methods whatſoever, tho never ſo unrighteous and wicked; not only 
may, but ought to. be made uſe of for the ſupport and preſervation ; and 
that in ſuch caſes the goodneſs of the Intention and end fanctifies the means. 

4: That Political Oaths loſe their Power, Force, and obligation, and 
may very lawfully and fairly be parted with, if they interfer with the 

Publick Good, of which the Repreſentatives of the People are the true Judges. 
And that tho the Oath of Allegiance was made for the ſafety and ſecurity 
of the Kings Perſon, and'to aſcertain rhe Succeſſion in the right line, yet in 
all ſuch Oaths a Condition is neceſlarily underſtood, that they remain no 
longer obligatory than Publick Intereſ# and Utility will allow, 

5. That all ſuch Political Oaths, notwithſtanding the exaCt care, which 
ſome wary Princes and their Counſellours have taken in the adjuſting, and 
forming, and: wording of them, to bind the Conſcience and to ſecure the 
Soveraign, to whom they are given, in the Throne, are ſuperſeeced and 
vacated by an antecedent and higher obligation; viz rhe common good 
of humane Seciety, which diſcharges men from what they have ſworn to 
private per ſons, as all Princes are in compariſon of the community. For want of 
the knowledge of this Fundamental Frinciple of Civil Policy,the Chriſtians 
of old time fo fouly miſcarried; the diſcovery of which is owing to the 
improvements of this Age in all Natural, Political, and Divine knowledge 

above their ſcanty meaſures and attainments. 

6. That beſides this ſuperiour and antecedent obligation, whichwholly ener- 
vares the force of alli\ublequentOaths; in the Original Conſtitution ofGovern- 
ment, and indeed in all TranfaCtions of Civil Society, as Mr. Hobbs has very 
well proved, there is a mutual part and agreement, and that upon he failure of 

one of the partics, the other is diſcharged and left-to his fir Jberty, as if 


(#3 


he had never obliged himſelf at all; and that it is weakneſs of Judgment 
and Conſcience to think or act otherwiſe ; and that this holds, eſpecially 
in contracts between Princes and their Subjects, who cannot be ſuppoſed in 


the Original Contraft they made with the Perſons, whom they conſtituted 


Rulers over them; that they ever intended, notwithſtanding any ſubſequent 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy impoſed upon them, to put themſelves into 
an incapacity of defending their Natural and Civil Rights, when invaded ; 
or that they thereby obliged themſelves to ſit ſtill, and let their Princes do 
what they would to them, | 

7. That Princes for their ill Government may be Dethroned, and Abdica- 
zed, and Depoſed, and brought to condign puniſhment, if it be judged by the 
Repreſentatives of the people, from whom they derive all their Power and Au- 
thority, to be expedient for the ſafety and benefit of the Commonwealth ; 
and particularly, - that Charles the Firſt, having deſerted the Parliament at 
Weſtminſter, (tho he pretended he was driven away- by the Rabble from his 
Palace) by retiring firſt to Windſor for the ſafety of his Perſon, and after- 
wards to York; and having, by erecting his Standard at Nottingham, made 
War upon his people, forfeitcd his Crown, and that the:'Parhament juſtly 
purſued himand his followers, and proſecuted them to Death : And that the 
glorious Succeſſes, which attended the Army raiſed by the Parliament, and 
the abſolute and entire Conqueſt which they gaind overthe King, was a full 
proof, that God was on our ſide, and t*1at they fought the Lords Batels againſt 
the ungodly Cavaliers, and that they were 4Jomg the work of God in the 
whole courſe and traverſe of :hat juſt and neceſſary War. - : | 

8. That poſſeſſion, which way ſoever acquired, whether: by Inwaſion-and 
Conqueſt, or by Ele&ion either of the Souldiers or the States of a Kingdom 
conven'd (neceſſity juſtly diſpenſing with all the irregularities of ſuch a Con- 
wention) gIVEs A juſt and full right tothe Crown, without any regard to the 
Laws of Inheritance and Succeſſion, which cannot be ſuppoſed. to be unchange-" 
able ; and that private perſons ought not to enquire nicely into Titles, but to 
reſt ſatisfied in point of Conſcience in the determination of their Repreſent a- 
zives ; and that ſuch poſſeſſion, whether quiet or diſturbed; notwithſtanding 
the Diſpoſſeſſed Rightful Kings claim is a ſufficient ground of Allegiance, 

And for the more effcctual preventing our relapfing into thcſe horrible 
dangers, which we have ſo happily eſcaped, our humble Petition and Ad- 
vice is, That you declare, enact, and decree the above-mentioned Pro- 
poſitions, and no other, to bethe clear and expreſs DoCtrine of the preſent 
Church of England, at leaſt fo far as you repreſent it (not doubting, but that - 
the Biſhops and Clergy of the other Province will readily and heartily con- 
cur with you herein) and that for the future, all who are'to be admitted 
into any College or Hall in either of the Univerſities, and every time they 
take degrees in any Faculty whatever ; and that all perſons before they are. 
Ordain'd, and afterward at their Inſtitution into any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, 
or promotion to any Dignity -in the Church, or to any Fellowſhip, Lecture- 
ſhip; 'Profeſſorſhip, or Headſhip. in the ſajd Univerlties, ſhall be required 
to ſubſcribe te the: Truth 'of thetn, - and bj lifring. up their right hand, ſhall 


(6) | 

folemnly promiſe to taintain thim to the utmot of their power, skill, wits 
and learning. | | RE 

And'that the contrary Dottrine may be wholly rooted out of the minds 
of the people, who have been fo farally blinded in theſe matters (till the 
Reverend Dr. Bay — among others, Who have labour in this good work, 
has open'd their Eyes by thoſe thary excellent, pious, aud learned Diſcour- 
ſes, waich he has publiſhed bbth in Fo!lapd, and here among us (as we in 


our Judgment belteve them to be, tho ſoihe of the Gainſayers cry out upon 


them as deteſt able, impious, and ſo _ :) and for the ſatisfaction not only 
of us, but your own ſelves and anſciences, that they may never fly in 
your faces again, we rake it our earneſt requeſt and Prayer, 

1: That-til a few Carechiſni for Children, (wherein we hope will be a 
fuller and'better Expoſition of the Fifth Commandment, than hitherto, has 
been given of it, to prevent fcruples and diſſatisfactions, that may poſlibly 
ariſtin ſore weak minds, trotwithſtanding their ſeeming preſent alturance 
and confidence, be fet forth ; and till anew ſyſtem of Divinity, in relation to 
the prefent Conſtitution and Govetnment, be drawn up by the Convocati- 
on, Parents and Guardians, 'ard Schoolmaſters be obliged to put into, the 
- hands of their Youth the Political Catechiſm, and to explain the neceſſary 
Articles and Principles'of Mr. Baxter's Holy Commonwealth ; and that Tu- 
tors be appointed to read to their Pupils Mathiavel's Prince, Mr. Milton's 
Deferfio populi Any licani, Tunis Brutus's Vindicia contra TyranMos, as atfo 
Mr. He$v; two Exceltent books, De Cive and his Leviathan, if they find the 
young men to have capacity Etiough to vinderſtand them, and the Feſuite 
 Bonobers df(cour(e de juſt a Henyici tertii abdicatione, andto take care that they 

make the young men read ever ofice a Week, at leaſt, the excellent Speech 
of the' Heroick Preſifient Serjedtit Bradſhaw, which he made when he pro- 
 nounc4-the ſentence of Death upon Chawles the Firſt, wherein he proves 
the gallantry, and lawfulneſs of what they were then acting, by the exam- 
ples and praftice of forni-r times, both in E-gland, and other Countries ; 
and:ttrar they teach'them that itis an indubitable Axiom in one mew reformed 
Lopick, a fatto ad fus valet argumenium. oe di 

2. That this: may be judged the At of Univerſities , and be made a'Statute 
never to-be repealed, by the Interpoſition of your Authority, which muſt 
needs have'a mighty influthce upon them, ſo many Doctors, eſpecially of 
the'Unizverſity'of Oxford, and Reſident there, being of your body,- and. you 
having'tonourd the' Reverend and Learned Dr. of he Chair withthe Prolp- 
eutbrſyip (tHo'we'could have wilh'd, that the election had ligfited upon the 
Reverend Dez) we'hurmhBly pray, that a Catechiſtical Le&ure be founded: in 
each' Univerſity, to iciſtfuft the'Youth inthe publick Divinity School, in the 
dbove-mention'd weighty points 'of Religion and: Government, and that it 
may be hel'only for a'yeat, and may paſs thro' every. College by ſtated 
- courſÞ; aid that by yotir recommendation, that precious Young: man 

Mr: Parkinfon'of Lintoln College, Oxford, and Mr. Har — of Kings College, 
Cambridge, way be' conſtituted the: firit LeCturers,., except you'ſhall judge 


. ether peMond'#20r2 fir to difcharee this weifhry, 


(7) 
| Z; That you would aboliſh the book of Homnilies, 2s containing. very inſi- 
pid Dottrine, which the delicate palates of this Age cannot reliſh; and if this 
be tee much to be done of a ſudden, that in-the next edition you: leave out 
the Homlies againſt wilfal Rebellion, at leaſt purge out, and expunge all the 
u1found and dangerous paliges in them; and eſpecially thar, wherein the 


then Church of England does arcaign the noble Barons; who fo bravely de- 


fended theirLiberties againſt the encroachments of K Fob» of herriblePerjary 
for mviting ins England, Lewis the Dauphin of France, oud-ſwearimg Fidelity 
to bies, and breaking their Oath of Fidality ro rheir Natural Lord, the King of En- 
gland, which they there ſay was done at thit time, kecauſe they did not 
know their duty to their Prince ſet farth iu Gads Ward ;, which peremptory de- 
finition ſeem&to us, notwithtanding all the artificial Diftinctions of the Re- 
verend and Learned Dr. $:-——7, to cyncfude eqzalty againft you and us, 


_ - whomake uſe of other principles, as well as agaialt the Papiſts, who dil-. 


charge themlves upon the. Authority. of the Pope ; and therefore we rc 


double our requeſt, thit this paſſage, which reftets {0 much, be wholly 


omitted, | | 

4- That you blot out of the Calender the Martyrdom of K. Charles, that it 
may no langer be a reproach to ys, andthat the memory of it may be for 
ever abolifh+; that Anniverſary Faff be laidafide; and that allthe Sermons 


which have beer! Preached.npon that day, and cfpecially Dr. Bayners, and 
Mr. Pellags, be' bought up at the Charge, and piled on a heap and 


burat before you the next 3oth of Fanuary, in the Ares, before the Feruſalene 
Chamber, and that no one dare to:retainany copies, mach lefs reprint them, 


upon Pain of being ſeverely proceeded againft as enemics 16 rhe prefent 
PPh hen Procceded ag | pr 


ons: © | Poe Ee | 
- F. That you alio condema tathe flames Salmaſixs's Deferſio Regia, Dr. du 
Aawuiin's Clemer Sargumis Regis contre CA een cikthe Works of 


| Fudge Fenkins, ArOvbiſhop Uſhey's power of the Prince and obedience of the Suh 


jet? Rated, feveral pieces of Biſhop Bramball and Dr. Pern, Mr. Diggs of the 
Unlawfulne(s of taking up Arms againſt the King, Biſhop Maxwells Sacroſanfta 
regure majettias, the Peitilent book of Dr. Palkver, called Chriſtian Loyalty, 
Dr. $herlocks diſcourſe about Non-refi ſfkence, and Dr. Hicks's Fovian, with ſeveral others upon 


- the ſame argumene, which we leave to your great wiſdem- and zeal. But however we can- 


not but mention, as moſt worthy your Cenſure, the shree Decrees of the #niverſity of Oxford, 
ehe one made againſt the Learced and Orthodox Parews 1622, the other againſt the Solemn 
League and Covenant, and the third in the year 1683. wherein they condemn'd a great number 
of the beſt Atvocgtes for our Cauſe, and after they had pals'd it in the Convocation Houſe, Ne- 
mineContradicente, went-intq the Schools rangle, and burnt thoſe excellent s Which 
had done us fo much ſervice, by the hand of a contempeible Fellow, one Figger, e of 
theBeggars;bur above all,we-expe& that you would (et a particular brand,and mark of diſgrace 
upon the Hiſtory of Paſſive Obedience, and the Biſbop of - Chicheter s Declaration upon his receaving 
the Sacrameart, not long before he died, and Vote them both to be Libels, they being very 
dangerous Papers, and what will do you and us a great deal of miſchief, unleſs they be con- 
dema'd by this Saered Synod. | ; | 

6. That you take cffe&ual care to make the Reverend: Dr. T-----tho otherwiſe we have a 
great value and honour for him, as beingeatirely in our Intereſts, pubtickly recant thar i11- 
penn'd and ill-contrived Letter, which he wrote to the greg”, but unfortunate Lord R-—--a lit- 
tle before his Execution ; that Letter having done us and our Cauſe, as much prejudice as hjs 
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-lnhis Sermon, Preached the zoth day of Fanzary laſtbefore the lower uſeConyebrion,the ! 
- D6drine of Depoſong and Murdering Kings 4iPopiſh' Antichyiftion DoFrine,- and that, Dr. *8--<- be 
obliged under the forfeiture of his Prefermenr, to anſwer this own Secmons,and in caſe of re-. 
fark to be made.incapable of any Prefermenr for the future ;-and if, notwirhſtanding all this, 
the ſaid Do@or ſhould continue reſty and obſtinate, thar you would appoint a Commurtee ro ' 
draw up materials for an anſwer; of which Committee, we defire that the Pious and Judici- 
24 4; "pam may be Chairman and: Dire&oc. 7 ; 
7. That you would ſpeedily cauſe to be-publiſh'd in elegant Latin, -a book De jure regnt 
apud Angles, Dialogne wile, after the way of the incomparable Buchanan ; and an Apology for 
the Church of England, for the informa: ion of the Reformed Churches beyoad Sea, and all 
orhers, who may be ſo curious asto enguire into the reaſons'of' your behaviour and condu& 
1n your late ſtupendious, and never to be forgotten Revolution. wo * 

8. Thar you would pleaſe for the -common concerti of | Ghriſtianity, and to -ſhew to the 
whole world, that you are Latitudinarians as well in. your judgment as your pradtice, to widen 
the terms of your Communion, add for the ſake of honeſt Tom Firmin, and his brethren the Socinz + 
ans, Arrians, Anabaptiſts, Duakers, Mug gletonians, and Sweet Singers of Iſrael (all of which we' 
look pon a Profs oraſmuch as: this is the known denomination of the common' Dotrine of 
the WeStern part of Chriftendom, in oppoſs tion to the errors and crrupun the Church of Rome,and we 
believe all theſe do hate, dereſt, and abominate thoſe errors and corruptions, as much-as-you, 
and we do) leave out of the Liturgy the Nicene, and Athanafsan Creeds, which hinder a great 
many godly people from joyning with you; and who knows, bur that by this Comprehenſive 
Charity, you may induce the Turks, as ſoon as theNews of-it ſhall be communicared to the? 
Grand Seignior. arid the Mufti at Conſtantinople, to turn Chriſtians; . arid that ſuch a Form of" 
ſound words may be drawn up, in-which all ſorts of Perſwaſions;here-in, England, - Hollandy 
and Poland may agree, except ews,Papiſts, and che New Schiſmaticks,upoon whom the Govern+ 
ment, we doubt not, as the Reveren Author of theLetter, Feng the preſent Convocg-, 

l ſuggeſt, will lye very heavy, ſo that they will be cruſhed and fall to nothing. 

- Lafth, that out of a wile and- careful regard cs the blefled effects 6f Union and Peace, and 
out of juſt reſpect to the Churches: of Holland riend and Geneva, you will ſhew your: 
ſelves men of that temper and moderation, which folle of you promiſed you would. be whenever 
it Jay in. your power, whigh blefſrd nee ops; 004 Se come (for Toleration, and an utter 
extin&tion of the Penal Statues, whichat another tine-we would have been extream gl of, 
we hopewas not-rheonly favour, -thos bs pabgr'd us) and thatin the furcher 
proſecution of rhat. good temper, we expt@ thatyeu ſhould comply. with the wiſe arid peace- 
able propoſals wade in all onr Names, by. our gear brother in his bealing attempt; and that'you 
ſtand nor ſo Nif upon the eſtabliſh'd Conſtity but admit our Ordinetions to be as good. and 
valid as your own ; without which Concefſon, We think ir our Yuty, as it becomes honeſt and 
conſcientioits men, who#are afraid'to difſemblez to acquaint you in plain downright Englith,' 
that lex your alterations in the Liturgy and Canongbe never ſo many, *and your Condeſcentions never ſo 
great, 'in order to gain 15.45 the Reverend Prefident;advifed you, (whoſe wonderful Chariry- 

rowards us, and kindneſs fof'us and our Prinejples, we can never-ſufficiently exrol) we neirher. . 
will, nor can ever unite with'you, of be of-your Church. And to encline you, or rather force 
you by a very powerful and convincing argument, co comply. with us herein, we defire you to- 

"> your-Eyes'the Church'of S7oclznd,' where Epiſcopzcy being 'whoſly aboliſhed, ' and their 

Revenies ſeized to the Uſes of the State, Presbytery is become the Church-Government of thas' Kingdom ; 
-and that as our dear Brethren, the Scotch-Covenanters, freed us once by their kind-affiſtance; 
fromthe Yoke and Tyranny of your Predeceffors, ſo wedoubr not, but that.upon occaſion, 
except” you ſhall relent toward us,-they wlkreſcue us once-more out of your hands, - * : _ | 
- Theſe propoſals we humbly lay before your Reverences, hoping that you will rake them in+ 
-to your ſerious conſideration, and receivethem with all G briftian - temper and moderation, and 
-gratifie us in theſe our juſt Requeſts, which will be your [tereſt as well as ours, in order tg 
T perfect Settlement ; ours-will be the eomfort,and yours'the glory,and. we,and all our | 
- come, will call you oa Rand , yp arn and Repairers of the breaches } ..- 
of our Engliſh Sion. - And your Petitioners thall ever pray, &c. . -* 3: al 
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